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*... the Moskva was a legitimate war target ... the ship was 
blockading the port of Odessa preventing the export of much needed 
grain from Ukraine. 

I was not surprised when a few weeks later the UN brokered 
grain agreement was announced. 

To me it is evident that the sinking of Moskva was diplomacy by 


J 


other means.’ 


William Webster 
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L’Espionage Welcomes Submissions 


Obelisk Press of Vancouver is proud to publish the Fifth edition of 
L’Espionage Magazine. 


In this edition of the magazine the sinking of the Rissian cruiser Mockva a 
year ago in the Black Sea is the main focus. A number of articles relating to 
the cruiser’s sinking by two Neptun Anti-Ship Missles launched by the 
Ukrainian Navy are presented. A backgrounder about the Black Sea Grain 


Initiative as well as a primer about the Montreux Convention are presented. 


The L’Espionage Magazine board is comprised of the unpaid volunteers: 


Please feel free to send your short story, essays or article submissions to the 


Editor in Chief at 


pbruskiewich @ gmail.com. 


There is no fee to submit. There is no writer’s fee provided by the journal for 


those who submit. The publishing rights remain with the writer. 
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Articles about True Events 
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The Loss of The Moskva Cruiser — by Naval Times 


Full title: Analysis: Chain of Negligence Caused the Loss of The Moskva 
Cruiser, by T. Ozberk, 17 April, 2022 


The shock of the sinking of the Slava-class cruiser Moskva, the flagship of 
the Russian Black Sea Fleet, continues. In the absence of a satisfactory 
evidence-based explanation for the event, there has been much speculation. 
Although the actual cause of the ship's sinking is not known with 100 percent 
certainty, it is clear that the flagship sank as a result of a chain of negligence, 


half of the crew died, and Russia's pride was broken. 


After coming under deadly fire on the evening of April 13, one of the Russian 
Navy's most important ships, the ex- Moskva, was reportedly sunk in the 
Black Sea on April 14 while being towed to the nearest port, Sevastopol. 
Before Russian media announced the fire and the evacuation of the ship's 
crew, Ukrainian forces claimed they engaged the cruiser with homegrown 


Neptune anti-ship missiles. 


Russian media announced the sinking of the mighty cruiser, after fighting the 
fire and damage for more than a day. On April 17, the Russian Defence 
Ministry posted on social media a video of the ceremony for the cruiser 


Moskva, showing that some 240 people survived, or about half the crew. 


There are numerous contradicting sides to this occurrence. For example, what 


caused the fire and explosion, why the Moskva was unable to detect the 
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incoming missile, how only two anti-ship missiles could sink a 12.000-tonne 
cruiser, and how the Neptune missiles, which were not operational at the start 


of the war, were fired. 


cuf» éNAVALNEWS —— 


What caused the fire? Ammo explosion or Neptun strike? 


Russia claimed an explosion of munitions caused the fire, while the 
Ukrainians say they hit the Moskva with two Neptun anti-ship missiles. Russia 
hasn't commented on a missile attack and continues to claim the ship caught 
fire due to an explosion on board and sank due to stormy weather while it was 


being towed. 


In this case, Russia's statements and claims appear to be inconsistent. 


Because, while a massive ship like the Moskva is sailing, it is unprecedented 
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for ammunition inside the ship to burst, engulfing the entire ship in flames 
with no exterior shelling. Furthermore, there was no bad weather in the Black 
Sea while Moskva was being towed, as Russia stated. The wave height at the 
time was about 1 meter, and the wind speed was around 14 knots, indicating 


mild weather and sea conditions. 


Danube - WW3 - 10m Wind - Run:20220414 002 / Valid:20220414 1572 


Allsess - WW3 - Wave Height and Direction - Run: 20220414 OOZ / Valid:20220414 152 


The first image shows the wave height and direction, the second the wind status while the Moskova was being towed 


The report of the fire aboard the Moskva by Russian state media platforms 
came just hours after Ukraine's claims that the ships had been fired upon by 
anti-ship missiles. The conflicting reports by the Russians and the timing of 


the incident reinforce the view that Ukraine's claims are accurate. 


Ukraine's assault with Neptun missiles is another curious matter. Because, 
according to the December 2021 announcement of the Ukrainian Ministry of 


Defence, the delivery of Neptun anti-ship missiles was scheduled for April 
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2022. However, the war fully broke out in February, so it was unclear whether 
Ukraine has these missiles in its arsenal. The Black Sea Fleet’s unlimited 
operations near Ukrainian territorial waters reinforced the view that the 
delivery had failed due to wartime conditions. This was because many 
believed that if Ukraine had these missiles on the coast, it would establish an 
A2/ AD (anti-access/area denial) zone, making Russian forces reluctant to 


approach the Ukrainian coast to avoid a missile attack. 


The fact that the Neptun missiles had not been used for 45 days since the 
beginning of the war strengthens the opinion that the missile was prepared to 
gain the initial operational capability in the process and that the initial attack 
on the Black Sea Fleet flagship was made to take advantage of the surprise 


effect in the fog of war. 


A claim: TB2 drone distracted, Neptun missile struck 


In the absence of clear statements from the official side, some speculations 


are circulating on social media that the cruiser Moskva was busy tracking the 
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TB2 Bayraktar unmanned aerial vehicle, which has inflicted many casualties 
on the Russian forces since the beginning of the war, and that the Ukrainian 


forces caught the ship at this vulnerable moment to strike. 


There’s also some other speculation suggesting that “Moskva has/had a single 
main air defence radar (3P41 Volna) for guiding S300 missiles, which has 
only a 180 degree field of view. Therefore, 360-degree coverage is provided 
by the 3-D long-range air search radars MR -800 Voshkod/Top Pair for short- 
range missiles SA -8.” The claim reveals that the Top Pair radar couldn't 
distinguish the Neptuns flying over the sea from the crests of the waves due 


to the stormy weather. 


These claims lack a solid basis, as the ship in question is a cruiser with good 
air defense capabilities. Although TB2 drones are very useful in naval 
warfare, cruiser-type ships are designed to track and repel multiple air 
contacts. As a result, paralyzing a Slava-class cruiser with one or more drones 


is unrealistic. 


On the other hand, it is not reasonable to compare a search radar (MR -800 
Voshkod/Top Pair) with a tracking radar (3P41 Volna). Prior to the 
introduction of fixed face AESA radar technology, warships use search radars 
to detect air contacts. If the air operator believes the contact is a threat, he/she 
forwards the contact to the tracking radar to illuminate the target for surface- 
to-air missiles. Tracking radars are not there to “detect” a target, but to 
illuminate the contact that has already been detected by the search radar. 


These two types of radars are pieces of a puzzle that serve the same purpose. 
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Also, these radars may have some blind sectors due to the structure of the ship, 
but there are other radars to cover the blind sectors, just like the Slava class 
cruisers have more than one radar (Top Dome, 2xPop Group, 3xBass Tilt, 
Kite Screech fire control radar). So this ship can continuously track the air 
contacts, even if the contact moves into the blind sector of the radar, the 


operator can forward the contact to another tracker and keep following. 


As mentioned above, the sea state was not tough to hide the sea-skimming 
missile from radar. Even if there was a tough sea, the search radar would 
detect it, but it might have some difficulties in maintaining the contact due to 
the sea clutter. When the sea state is high, the missile’s flying altitude gets 


higher because the missile’s altimeter adjusts the altitude from the wavetop. 


Slava-class cruisers are equipped with the 4xRum Tub electronic support 
system, which can detect Neptune anti-ship missiles’ radar seekers. After 
detecting the radar seeker, the ship would have about 2 minutes to defend 
against the missile. In addition, the Moskva was armed with 6x30mm/AK630 
close-in weapon systems that have their own radar and are capable of 


detecting and engaging the incoming missiles themselves. 


Chain of Negligence 
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Moskva seen from the air in 2009. Russian MoD picture. 


The cruiser Moskva had enough sensors and weapons to deal with anti-ship 
missiles and was expected to perform better against airborne threats. Of 
course, this is a paper opinion, since the operational readiness and 
performance of the sensors and weapons were not publicly known. But it did 
provide air defense in the area of operation, which means that it protected not 


only itself but also other units in the Black Sea from air threats. 


Contrary to what most people think. Anti-ship missile defense (ASMD) 


is more than just pushing buttons. 


First of all, military intelligence must provide very accurate information about 
the missiles in the hands of the enemy. In addition, the weapons and sensors 
used for ASMD on the ship must be operational, perform well, and be fully 
maintained. Besides, the training of personnel must be at a very good level. 


Since the ships have only a few minutes to react after the detection of an 
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incoming missile (and there is no time to think here), the measures must be 


activated automatically, which can be done only by well-trained personnel. 


Poor intelligence 


Russia’s first and most serious mistake in this situation is a lack of 
intelligence. Considering the size of the missiles, it is not a device that can be 
easily camouflaged, so it would have to be detected by Russian intelligence. 
For a month and a half, Russia’s Black Sea Fleet operated irresponsibly within 
the range of this weapon, believing that Ukraine did not have a weapon that 
could endanger its ships. Had these missiles been operational from the 
beginning of the war, they would have been launched on a ship in the last 
month and a half. During that time, Ukraine received the missiles and prepared 


them for launch, and Russian intelligence could not detect them. 


Inadequate Sensor and Weapon systems 


As mentioned above, the cruiser Moskva cruiser was expected to perform 
better against the Neptun missiles. There is no record of the cruiser Moskva 
defending itself against the Neptun missiles in this incident. There is no record 
of what happened on the ship at the time, but at the very least the ship should 
have detected the missile, albeit late, and countered with the CIWS, even if it 


did not have time to defend itself with an anti-air missile. 


In this situation, the first possibility is that the missile cannot be detected and 


that it cannot be countered even if it is detected. Specifically, this means that 
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either the ship’s ESM system did not provide the required early warning, the 
weather radar did not detect the threat, or the guns were not ready to fire even 


though the sensors tracked the threat. 


Poor training 


On a warship, crew training is the most critical concern. Continuous training 
should be offered because people operating in various stations of the ship 
during ASMD must respond quickly without waiting for commands. What 
happens during ASMD on NATO ships is known as ZIPPO responses, and it 


is commonly practiced. 


The failure of the Moskva to respond to the missile demonstrates that not only 
do the personnel lack intelligence, but they are also not mentally and 
physically prepared for this occurrence. There are no records of the CHAFF 
or decoys being launched, of electronic jamming, of the ship maneuvering, 
and of the necessary reactions with weapons after the missile is launched, but 
the fact that such a capable ship is so helpless against an attack far below its 


capacity shows that the personnel are not well trained. 


Another issue related to Russian sailors’ insufficient training is fire fighting 
and damage control. A 12,000-tonne cruiser is not normally expected to be 
sunk with only two missiles. Even if it is hit, the cruiser will most likely be 
rendered inoperable. Of course, where the Neptune missiles strike is also a 
factor. If it hit near the torpedo arsenal or missile launchers, the force of the 


blast may have been amplified. Such a vast and powerful ship, however, must 
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be prepared for such scenarios. The crew was evacuated barely a few hours 
after the accident, and the ship sank the next day. In this situation, the ship’s 
personnel were insufficient to fight the fire and save the ship. Furthermore, at 
the time of the xplosion, the cruiser Moskva was not far from the base in 


Sevastopol, allowing for outside aid. 


These omissions might take several forms. As more information on the 
Moskva incident becomes available, it will be possible to develop more 
accurate interpretations and learn lessons. The truth is that the loss of the 
Russian flagship to a state without a navy will go down in naval history, and 


Russians will mourn the Moskva cruiser for many years. 


Observed Damage To Russian Navy Cruiser Moskva 


H I Sutton Twitter: @CovertShores, Website: www 


[Editor’s Note: Appended to this article is the following SAR image] 
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Russian Navy Ac 


H I Sutton Twitter: @CovertShores, Website: www.hisutton.com 


em tones. Q@COVERTSHORES] Goin ones 


A ship matching Moskva's size and situation is seen at 45?10'43.39"N, 
30?55'30.54"E. This position is east of Snake Island, 80 nautical miles from 


Odesa and 50 nautical miles from the Ukrainian coast. 


The Sentinel SAR satellite passed overhead at 6.52pm local time. 
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A fine collection of Art Books 


A growing collection of titles available 


Editor in Chief: Patrick Bruskiewich 
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A Primer for The Montreux Convention 


This is just a short primer on the Montreux Convention that regulates the 


passage of Merchant and warship through the Turkish Straits. 


Signed on 20 July 1936, The Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of 
the Straits gives Turkey full control over the Turkish Straits, guarantees the 
free passage of civilian vessels in peacetime and permits Turkey to 


remilitarise the Turkish Straits. 


1) The aim of the Montreux Convention is to regulate the passage of civilian 


and military ships through the Turkish Straits. 


2) The term Turkish Straits covers the Dardanelles, the Marmara Sea and the 


Bosporus. 


3) The Convention makes a clear differentiation between Black Sea countries 
(Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Russia, Georgia) and non-Black Sea 


countries. 


4) Merchant vessels enjoy total freedom of passage through the Turkish 
Straits. Turkish Straits Vessel Traffic Services Centre regulates the passages 
according to the Maritime Traffic Regulations for the Turkish Straits dated 
1998. 


5) The Black Sea Countries; 
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ii. 


iil. 


cannot pass warships solely designed to carry airplanes through Turkish 
Straits. 

can pass submarines if they are joining their base in the Black Sea for 
the first time after their construction or purchase, or if they are returning 
from a repair in dockyards outside the Black Sea. 

can pass their warships through Turkish Straits by notifying Turkey 
through diplomatic channels 8 days before the passage. 


6) The Non-Black Sea Countries; 


Vi. 


cannot pass warships solely designed to carry airplanes through Turkish 
Straits. 

cannot pass submarines. 

can pass warships, but the aggregate displacement of the foreign 
warships in the Black Sea may not exceed 45.000 tons. 

cannot hold their ships in the Black Sea longer than 21 days. 

cannot have more than 9 ships in the Black Sea at the same time 

can pass their warships through Turkish Straits by notifying Turkey 
through diplomatic channels 15 days before the passage. 
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The Black Sea Grain Initiative — July 2022 


Initiative on the Safe Transportation of Grain and Foodstuffs from Ukrainian 


Ports — brokered by the Secretary General of the United Nations 


1. The Parties to this Initiative are the Republic of Türkiye, the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine as proposed by the Secretary-General of the United 


Nations. 


2. This Initiative is based on agreements of parties of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, (SOLAS), 
Regulations XI-2/11 and the International Ship and Port Facility Security 
Code (ISPS Code), Part B, paragraph 4.26; 


3. The purpose of this Initiative is to facilitate the safe navigation for the 
export of grain and related foodstuffs and fertilizers, including ammonia from 


the Ports of Odesa, Chernomorsk and Yuzhny (“the Ukrainian ports"). 


4. The Parties recognize the role of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations in securing the discussions for this initiative and request his further 
assistance in its implementation, in the furtherance of the humanitarian 


mission of the United Nations and subject to its authorities and mandates. 


5. To achieve the purposes of this Initiative, and to provide for the safe 
navigation of vessels carrying grain and foodstuffs, the Parties agree as 


follows: 
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Primary Aspects of the Initiative 


A. This Initiative assumes that all Parties will provide maximum assurances 
regarding a safe and secure environment for all vessels engaged in this 
Initiative. Prior to operations commencing, a coordination structure will be 
established. A Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) shall be set up in Istanbul 
under the auspices of the United Nations and includes representatives of the 
Parties and the United Nations. The JCC shall conduct general oversight and 
coordination of this Initiative. Each Party and the United Nations will be 
represented in the JCC by one senior official and an agreed upon, required 


number of personnel. 


B. Inspection teams will be set up in Türkiye. The inspection teams in Türkiye 
will consist of representatives from all Parties and the UN. Vessels will transit 
to and enter the Ukrainian ports in line with the JCC-approved schedule upon 
the vessels’ inspection by an Inspection Team. The primary responsibility of 
the Inspection Teams will be to check for the absence of unauthorised cargoes 
and personnel on board vessels inbound to or outbound from the Ukrainian 


ports. 


C. AII activities in Ukrainian territorial waters will be under authority and 
responsibility of Ukraine. The Parties will not undertake any attacks against 
merchant vessels and other civilian vessels and port facilities engaged in this 


Initiative. Should demining be required, a minesweeper of another country, 
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agreed by all Parties, shall sweep the approaches to the Ukrainian ports, as 


necessary. 


D. Merchant vessels will be prior registered in the JCC, verifying their details 
and confirming their loading port, having liaised closely with port authorities. 
Vessels will be technically monitored for the duration of their passage. 
Vessels will proceed through the maritime humanitarian corridor, agreed by 
all Parties. The JCC will develop and disseminate a detailed operational and 
communications plan, including identification of safe harbours and medical 


relief options. 


E. To prevent any provocations and incidents, the movement of vessels 
transiting the maritime humanitarian corridor will be monitored by the Parties 
remotely. No military ships, aircraft, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) may 
approach the maritime humanitarian corridor closer than a distance agreed by 
the JCC, without the authorization of the JCC, and after consultation with all 


Parties. 


F. Should any suspicious activities, or non-compliance with the rules of this 
operation or emergencies occur on a vessel transiting the maritime 
humanitarian corridor, depending on its location, upon the request of a Party 
to the JCC and under international maritime law, the Parties will provide the 
required assistance to the crew or conduct an inspection against the security 


guarantees. 
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G. All merchant vessels taking part in this Initiative shall be subject to 
inspection conducted by an Inspection Team in the harbours determined by 


Türkiye at the entry/exit to/from the Turkish strait. 


H. This initiative will remain in effect for 120 days from the date of signature 
by all Parties and can be extended automatically for the same period, unless 
one of the Parties notifies the other of the intent to terminate the initiative, or 


to modify it. 
I. Nothing in this Initiative will be deemed as a waiver, express or implied, of 
the privileges and immunities of the United Nations, and the Parties will 


ensure that the Initiative does not entail any liabilities for the United Nations. 


Done in Istanbul on the 22nd day of July, 2022 
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Pictorial: Ukrainian Grain Corridor 
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Diplomacy by Other Means ... by William Webster 


[New York] Just the other day I walked by the United Nations building. New 
Yorkers hardly notice the building and rarely take note of the goings on there. 


I guess familiarity breeds a certain degree of indifference. 


I have some close friends who are naval officers in the USN. We went to high 
school together. Perhaps once or twice a year we find ourselves gathered 
together and talking about current affairs. My USN friends take a special 
interest in naval and maritime issues. About a year ago, just a few days after 
the sinking of the Russian cruiser Moskva, we happen to meet for someone's 
birthday and over coffee and the birthday cake I asked my USN friends what 
they thought about the sinking of the Moskva. 


I was surprised when they stayed silent for a moment before commenting. I 
asked them why they were reluctant to talk about the matter and they told me 
that an order had come down from on high to ask that opinions be reserved on 
the matter ... and that the USN public affairs office would answer questions 
about the sinking of the Moskva. They did hazard to say that the Moskva was 
a legitimate war target and that the ship was blockading the port of Odessa, 
preventing the export of much needed grain from Ukraine. I was not surprised 
when a few weeks later the UN brokered grain agreement was announced. To 


me it is evident that the sinking of Moskva was diplomacy by other means. 
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History 
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A Promise Kept by Patrick Bruskiewich 


The Full Title: A Promise Kept: The 1993 Clinton-Yeltsin Summit by Patrick 


Bruskiewich 


It has been nearly three decades since an important summit took place in 
Vancouver, Canada. It was the spring of 1993, nearly two years after the 
demise of the Soviet Union in December 1991. The April 1993 meeting was 
the one of the most important post-Soviet Summit between a President of the 


United States and a President of the new Russia Federation. 


SEASONS IN THE PARK 


IN THIS RI 


T OF THE 


BILL NTON 


AND 
11S EXCELLENCY 
DENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
BORIS YELTSIN 
)h > OCCASION OF THE 
UVER SUMMIT 


AY APRIL 5.1995 


Fig. 1: Plaque commemorating the Clinton-Yeltsin Vancouver Summit 


Why did Presidents Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin choose to meet in 
Vancouver for their important Summit? In suggesting both the summit and 


the location of the summit, the Prime Minister of Canada, the Rt. Hon. Brian 
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Mulroney, was fulfilling a promise I had asked him to make to me eight years 


earlier in 1985. 


Nine years earlier, a few short weeks after his election as Prime Minister in 
the fall of 1984, I had written the Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney a letter, which can 
be found in Canada’s National Archive. My letter to the PM starts something 
like this ... 


Dear Prime Minister, 


Give us hope for the future. Continue the fine tradition of your 


predecessors in support of the United Nations ..." 


In my 1984 letter I suggested that the Prime Minister and his Parliament invite 
then President Ronald Reagan and the Soviet General Secretary for a summit 
at the Citadelle in Quebec City. Why a Summit, and why at the Citadelle in 


Quebec? 


In my letter I reminded Prime Minister Mulroney of the 1943 Quebec Summit 
(10 to 24 August, 1943), an important wartime meeting of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, British PM Winston Churchill and Canadian PM MacKenzie 
King. The 1943 Quebec Summit, along with the Atlantic Charter, would see 
the establishment of the United Nations at the conclusion of the Second World 


War. 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 29 Spring 2023 


Fig. 2: FDR, Churchill and MacKenzie Kin uebec 1943 


The Right Honorable Prime Minister of Canada discussed my Summit 
suggestion with his Cabinet and then wrote me a polite letter back thanking 
me for my recommendations but proffered the view that it was premature to 
invite the Leader of the Soviet Union to a summit at the Citadelle, but he 


would indeed invite the President of the United States for such a meeting. 


The Prime Minister of Canada promised me in his reply that at the earliest 
possible date he would indeed act as a bridge between East and West and 
invite the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union to summit here in 
Canada. His promise to bridge East and West was kept by the Right Honorable 
Brian Mulroney and became the basis of the April 1993 meeting between US 
President Bill Clinton and Russian President Boris Yeltsin the former mayor 


of Moscow and the first duly-elected President of the Russian Federation. 
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Fig. 3: Bill Clinton, Brian Mulroney and Boris Yeltsin, April 1993 


But I am getting ahead of myself. In February 1985 a date was set for the 
meeting between President Ronald Reagan and Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney. The two being Irishmen, the date they chose was March 17th, 1985 


— Saint Patrick’s Day (please do take note of my first name). 
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Fig. 4: President Reagan and PM Mulrone uebec, 1985 


Mr. Reagan was happy to accept the invitation to Quebec City. As a young 
man Mr. Reagan had a great admiration for both President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and British PM Winston Churchill. In fact Mr. Reagan had started 
out his political career as a Roosevelt Democrat. In the late 1940’s Mr. Reagan 
would decide the Republican Party was a closer fit to his political sensibilities, 


however he never forgot his admiration for FDR. 


In the days prior to March 17th, 1985 and their Saint Patrick’s Day meeting 
in Quebec the winds of historical change took hold. Mr. Reagan watched as 


the Soviet General Secretary Konstantin Chernenko died on March 10th, 1985 
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and a power struggle boiled over in the Kremlin. This power struggle had in 


fact started years earlier. 


Just before he died in November 1982 Soviet General Secretary Leonid 
Brezhnev had groomed Konstantin Chernenko, as his successor. Instead, in 
the fall of 1982. a power play within the Kremlin brought the head of the KGB 
Yuri Andropov into office. Andropov lasted only until June 1983 before he 
died and was then succeeded by Konstantin Chernenko. Andropov had a 
protégé named Mikhail Gorbachev whom he had helped groomed as Soviet 
Agriculture Minister starting in 1978. Leonid Brezhnev never trusted the KGB 


and neither did his political compatriots. 


Perhaps you are noting a pattern to the power-play in the Kremlin, a power 
play that continues to this day ... the modern day Czars of the Kremlin have 
alternated between politicians and KGB operatives ... Gorbachev when he 
stepped down from power in December of 1991 would be succeeded by Boris 
Yeltsin a professional politician and former mayor of Moscow. When Yeltsin 
left public office at the turn of millennia Boris Yeltsin was succeeded by a 
former KGB colonel named Vladimir Putin, which Yeltsin had unwisely 
appointed as his last Prime Minister. In the mid-1980’s Vladimir Putin was a 
minor apparatchik of the Soviet State. After the demise of the Soviet Union in 
199] Putin would raise to prominence in St. Petersburg with the help of his 
KGB friends. There has always also been a power-struggle between Moscow 


and St. Petersburg the two biggest cities in Russia. 
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His immediate predecessor Boris Yeltsin was Athenian in nature, and believed 
in democracy. Putin is not a democrat. For much of the past three decades 
former Soviet apparatchik and now President of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Putin and his KGB comrades are committed to restoring, by hook or 
by crook, the lost glories of the former Soviet Union. The KGB apparatchik 
form a self-entitled state within the Russian state that is privileged, boastful 
and self-serving. Borrowing concepts that span millennia, the KGB 
apparatchiks have chosen to act as Spartans in the same fashion that the 


Soviets subjugated the population of the CCCP. 


As Spartans Putin and his apparatchiks are subjugating the population of 
Russia for their own ends. We are reminded of this, on and off for much of 
the past twenty years, in the wars that Putin has waged while he has been the 
new Czar of the Kremlin. Presently he is making war with Ukraine and as 
such war with Europe and the rest of the world. In his war with Ukraine 


Vladimir Putin is violating both International Law and Russian Law. 


The violation of International Law is explicit and is outlined by sanctions and 
votes undertaken by the United Nations and Member States. As outlined 
below, the violation of Russian Law is implicit and in that Putin’s actions are 
at odds with solemn affirmations made by his predecessor President Boris 


Yeltsin. Now both West and East are once again in a perilous state of affairs. 


Perhaps we should once again turn the clock back four decades to the 1980’s. 
During the three year span of both Andropov’s and Chernenko’s time as 


Soviet General Secretary, 1982-1985, there had not been a Summit between 
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the US and the Soviet Union, and relations between the two Superpowers had 
reached a perilous impasse. The Afghanistan, the shoot down of KAL 007 and 
Able Archer in 1983 were the perils of that time. 


When Chernenko died on March 10th, 1985, at the White House, as he closely 
watched the power-play within the Kremlin, President Ronald Reagan took 
this opportunity to write a personal letter to a prospective successor to 
Chernenko. President Reagan asked his Vice-President George Herbert Bush 
to hand deliver the letter to this person at the receiving line for Chernenko’s 


funeral at the Kremlin. 


The person President Reagan addressed his letter to was none other than 
Mikhail Gorbachev then Agricultural Minister. This personal letter to Mr. 
Gorbachev showed the other Soviet Politburo members that Mr. Reagan was 


prepared to work with Mr. Gorbachev to ease East-West Tension. 


I do not know the entire content of President Ronald Reagan personal letter, 
but I have been told ‘off the record’ that it included an invitation for Mr. 
Gorbachev to join him for a future Summit, perhaps even the Summit at the 
Citadelle in Quebec City on March 17th, 1985. Mr. Reagan would reinforce 
this private thoughts by publicly stating that “Mr. Gorbachev was someone he 


could work with.” 
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Fig. 5: Mr. Reagan and Mr. Mulroney, Quebec City, March 1985. 


This simple gesture would help Mr. Gorbachev to become the leader of the 
Soviet Union. Mr. Gorbachev would in-turn write President Ronald Reagan a 
polite reply saying that he would meet with the President of the United States 
at the earliest possible occasion, but not at Quebec City that March, for that 


would be premature. 


It is my belief that the 1985 Quebec "St. Patrick’s Day Summit" between 
Canada's Prime Minister and US President Ronald Reagan was both the end 
of the beginning and the beginning of the end of the Cold War. 


Once historians have taken the time to study its implications, the 1985 meeting 
between Mr. Reagan and Mr. Mulroney may prove to be as important as the 
1943 Quebec Summit in changing the course of human history for the better. 


For one, following the "St. Patrick’s Day Summit" and under the wise counsel 
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of his wife Nancy and many of his closest advisors, President Reagan would 
become an avid supporter of one of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s greatest legacy, 
the United Nations. Canada’s quid pro quo a few months after the "St. 
Patrick’s Day Summit" was the UN declared the Citadelle and the Old City of 
Quebec a UNESCO Heritage Site. 


Later in 1985 Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev met for the first time at their 


Geneva Summit, Nov. 19-20. 


Fig. 6: Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev, Geneva Summit, 1985 


A series of private correspondence between the two leaders, Mr. Reagan and 
Mr. Gorbachev, would change the course of human history, resulting in 
several summits starting with the Geneva Summit in November 1985 and 
significant strategic arms reduction treaties, and would eventual see Mr. 


Gorbachev visit Washington and New York, and Mr. Reagan visit Moscow. 
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Fig.7: Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald Reagan and George Bush, Oct. 1988 


If you now set the clock forward eight years after the St. Patrick’s Day Summit 
to the spring of 1993 you will understand that the Parliament of Canada and 
our Prime Minister continued to play a meaningful role in the Affairs of State 


between Superpowers in the post-Cold War era. 


It was Mr. Mulroney who suggested the April 1993 date and the Vancouver 
venue for the Summit between the two Presidents, Clinton and Yeltsin. In 
doing so Mr. Mulroney was fulfilling his promise to me. The choice of 
Vancouver for the April 1993 Summit was an acknowledgment and thank you 


to me (I reside in Vancouver). 
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Fig. 8: Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin after Lunch walk, April 3, 1993 
At the Vancouver Summit a number of issues were discussed with great 
candor by the two Presidents, with Treasury Secretary Bentsen providing a 


considerable guidance on economic issues. 


What was agreed upon is outlined in the official press release from the White 


House dated. April 4th, 1993 which is attached as an Appendix. 

You will note the thanks expressed for hosting the Vancouver Summit: 
Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin expressed their deep appreciation to Prime 
Minister Mulroney and the people of Canada for hosting their meeting in 


Vancouver. 


The Summit was a significant step forward to democratization in Russia: 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 39 Spring 2023 


The Presidents agreed that Russia's harmonious integration into the 


community of democratic nations and the world economy is essential. 


With regards to the United Nations and Peacekeeping: 


The United States and Russia stressed their determination to improve 
the effectiveness of peacemaking and peacekeeping capabilities of the 
United Nations, the CSCE, and other appropriate regional 


organizations. 


With regards to the former territories of the now former Soviet Union, which 


now form sovereign states 


Recognizing that the problem of mistreatment of minorities and ethnic 
communities is increasingly a source of international instability, the 
Presidents stressed the critical importance of full protection for 
individual human rights, including those of ethnic Russian and all other 


minorities on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 


With regards to the independence, territorial integrity, and security of all 
member states of the UN it was affirmed by both the President of the United 


States and the Russian Federation: 
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They affirmed their commitment to the peaceful resolution of conflicts in that 
region on the basis of respect for the independence, territorial integrity, and 


security of all member states of the UN and the CSCE. 


The last truly open and fair election in the Russian Federation was the 1996 
election of Boris Yeltsin for his second term as Russian President. Unwisely 
President Boris Yeltsin had appointed as Vladimir Putin as his last Prime 


Minister. Yeltsin resigned on 31 December 1999 as Russian President. 


After taking over as Russian President Putin in the 2000 election, an election 
that was marred with the infamous apartment building bombings and Putin’s 
first Chechen “Special Military Operations” (a.k.a. war), Putin marginalized 
Yeltsin, even going so far as to seize Yeltsin’s cell phones to keep him from 


communicating with colleagues and friends. 


It is worth noting that in December 2000 Yeltsin publicly criticized Putin for 
reintroducing the tune of Soviet National Anthem (with new words) as the 


anthem of the Russian Federation. 


The words of the new anthem introduced by Putin soon after becoming 


Russian President are rather telling as to Putin’s view of Russia: 


Russia is our sacred state, 
Russia is our beloved country. 
A mighty will, great glory 


Your dignity for all time! 
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Be glorified, our free Fatherland, 
The age-old union of fraternal peoples, 
Ancestor-given wisdom of the people! 
Be glorified, country! We are proud of you! 
From the southern seas to the polar edge 
Our forests and fields are spread out. 
You are the only one in the world! You are the only one — 
the native land so kept by God! 
Be glorified, our free Fatherland, 
The age-old union of fraternal peoples, 
Ancestor-given wisdom of the people! 
Be glorified, country! We are proud of you! 
A wide scope for dreams and for life 
The coming years open to us. 
We are given strength by our fidelity to the Fatherland. 
So it was, so it is and it will always be so! 
Be glorified, our free Fatherland, 
The age-old union of fraternal peoples, 
Ancestor-given wisdom of the people! 


Be glorified, country! We are proud of you! 


Yeltsin died of congestive heart failure in April 2007, aged 76 and was given 
a State Funeral. While Boris Yeltsin was a politician who believed in 
democracy, it is clear that Vladimir Putin does not believe in democracy and 


is a Soviet era apparatchik. 
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The illegal and extra-judicial war that Putin is presently undertaking in 
Ukraine, under the guise of “Special Military Operations” clearly shows that 
Putin believes that Ukraine is not a sovereign state but in his mind part of his 
“sacred Russia.” My paternal grandfather fought at the gates of Warsaw in 
1920 when the Bolsheviks made a move on the newly formed sovereign state 
of Poland ... as the French would say ... plus que ca changes, plus que c’est 


la meme chose. 


Putin’s bombast over the past two decades is reminiscent of rhetoric from the 
late 1930’s both in Stalin’s Russia and in totalitarian Europe. Over the past 
eight years there have been several troubling ‘incidents’ by hooded 
individuals in the region, including the hanging of a pregnant woman and her 
husband on a forest road (a video of which is posted anonymously at 
archive.org) that with closer study may have been orchestrated in a fashion 
that leads one to ponder whether apparatchiks were behind the barbaric acts, 
reminiscent of the apartment bombings in Russia in 2000. During the war 
which started in February 2022, Putin has deliberately targeted non-combatant 
women and children, of which at least 2,000 have died in ten months. 


Hospitals, schools and residential buildings have been deliberately targeted. 


In acting in a manner at clear and deliberate variance to the affirmations made 
by President Boris Yeltsin at the Vancouver Summit in April 1993, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin is not abiding by the legal principles affirmed before 
the world and the people of Russia by his immediate Predecessor President 


Boris Yeltsin. 
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President Vladimir Putin is not merely in breach of the solemn declarations 
made by President Yeltsin at the Vancouver Summit, Vladimir Putin 
appears to be in violation of Russian Law. Putin is making war with the 
sovereign state of Ukraine. The Russian Parliament should take away the war 
authority from the Russian President and set it before the Russian Parliament 
(in the same fashion the US Congress and Senate did in the 1970’s in the wake 


of Richard Nixon’s impeachable offences). 


The Russian Parliament should impeach Vladimir Putin for undertaking an 
illicit and extra-judicial war with the sovereign state of Ukraine. 
Constitutionally, the Russian Parliament has the means, a sure and valid 
reason, the responsibility, as well as the authority in which to impeach 
President Vladimir Putin for making of illegal and extra-judicial war in 
Ukraine, and in acting upon this sure and valid reason, restoring peace and 


prosperity to the region. 


Clinton- Yeltsin Vancouver Summit Press Release 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press Secretary 


For Immediate Release April 4, 1993 
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WASHINGTON, April 4 /U.S. Newswire/ -- Following is the text of a joint 
statement by President Clinton and President Yeltsin at the summit in 


Vancouver: 


Having met in Vancouver, Canada on April 3-4, President Bill Clinton of the 
United States of America and President Boris Yeltsin of the Russian 
Federation declared their firm commitment to a dynamic and effective U.S.- 
Russian partnership that strengthens international stability. The two presidents 
approved a comprehensive strategy of cooperation to promote democracy, 
security, and peace. President Yeltsin stressed his firm commitment to 
fostering democratization, the rule of law, and a market economy. As the 
United States moves to reinvigorate its own economy, President Clinton 
assured President Yeltsin of active American support for the Russian people 


as they pursue their own chosen course of political and economic reform. 


The Presidents agreed on a new package of bilateral economic programs and 
measures to address Russia's immediate human needs and contribute to the 
building of necessary structures for successful transition to a market economy. 
They recognized the critical importance of creating favorable external 
conditions in which the Russian economy can realize its maximum potential. 
In this connection, the Presidents expressed their determination to promote 
access to each other's markets, cooperation in defense conversion, removal of 
impediments to trade and investment, and resumption of U.S. food exports to 


Russia on a stable long-term basis. 
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President Yeltsin informed President Clinton about the Russian program of 
economic reforms. In particular, President Yeltsin stressed such key questions 
of the Russian reform as the necessity of combatting inflation and achieving 
financial stabilization by improvement of the banking system. He also 
emphasized the importance of privatization, encouragement of 
entrepreneurship, structural policy, and social support. In this context, the 
Presidents discussed the role of the international community in supporting 


specific elements of the reform program. 


The Presidents agreed that Russia's harmonious integration into the 
community of democratic nations and the world economy is essential. They 
therefore called for accelerated G-7 development of substantial and effective 
new economic initiatives to support political and economic reform in Russia. 
In this connection, the Presidents welcomed the extraordinary meeting of the 
foreign and finance ministers of the G-7 countries and the Russian Federation 
scheduled for April 14-15 in Tokyo. Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin also 
expressed their satisfaction with the successful conclusion of negotiations in 
Paris on the rescheduling of the international debt of the former USSR. The 
United States announced its support for Russia's intention to become a full 
member of GATT and to begin, in the near future, official talks on the 


conditions of Russia's accession to GATT. 


The Presidents agreed to give fresh impetus to development of the U.S.- 
Russian relationship in all its dimensions. To coordinate and direct this effort 
and to activate a comprehensive and intensive dialogue, they agreed on 


measures to improve the mechanism for mutual consultations. In particular, 
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working groups will be set up involving high-level officials of both 
governments with broad authority in the areas of economic and scientific and 
technological cooperation. The Presidents agreed to establish a United States- 
Russian Commission on technological cooperation in the fields of energy and 
space. They intend to designate Prime Minister Chernomyrdin and Vice 


President Gore to head this commission. 


The leaders of the United States and Russia attached great importance to the 
prevention of the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their 
delivery systems. They reaffirmed their determination to strengthen the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), make it universal, and give it an 
unlimited duration. The Presidents stressed their expectation that all countries 
of the former USSR which are not already NPT members will promptly 
confirm their adherence to the treaty as nonnuclear weapon states. They urged 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to comply fully with its IAEA 
safeguards obligations, which remain in force, and to retract its announcement 


of withdrawal from the NPT. 


The Presidents agreed that efforts of the United States and Russia will be 
directed toward the entry into force of the START I Treaty and the ratification 
of the START Treaty as soon as possible. They affirmed that the United States 
and Russia intend to cooperate, on the basis of their mutual interest, in 
environmentally safe elimination of nuclear forces pursuant to relevant arms 
control agreements, in construction of a storage facility for nuclear materials 
and in the controlling, accounting, and physical protection of nuclear 


materials. The United States reiterated its readiness to provide assistance to 
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Russia for these purposes. The Presidents called for prompt conclusion, on 
mutually acceptable terms, of the negotiations on an agreement on the 
conversion and sale for peaceful purposes of nuclear materials removed from 


nuclear weapons. 


The Presidents underscored their determination to broaden interaction and 
consultations between Russia and the United States in the areas of defense and 
security. They instructed their Ministers of Defense to explore further 


possibilities in that direction. 


The Presidents noted the progress achieved at the recent United States- 
Russian talks on chemical weapons in Geneva. They welcomed the progress 
made in preparing the protocols necessary to submit the "Agreement on 
Destruction and Non-Production of Chemical Weapons" of June 1, 1990, for 
approval by the legislative bodies of the Russian Federation and the United 
States. 


They also welcomed progress achieved in developing agreement on the 
preparation and implementation of the second phase of the Wyoming 
Memorandum of Understanding of September 23, 1989, regarding a bilateral 
verification experiment and data exchange related to prohibition of chemical 


weapons. 


The Presidents agreed that it is necessary to achieve the earliest possible 
resolution of questions about cooperation in non-proliferation of missiles and 


missile technology in all its aspects, in accordance with the principles of 
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existing international agreements. They also decided to work together to 
remove obstacles impeding Russia's access to the global market in high 
technology and related services. The Presidents agreed that negotiations on a 
multilateral nuclear test ban should commence at an early date, and that their 


governments would consult with each other accordingly. 


Mindful of their countries' responsibilities as permanent members of the 
UN Security Council, the Presidents affirmed that U.S.-Russian cooperation 
is essential to the peaceful resolution of international conflicts and the 
promotion of democratic values, the protection of human rights, and the 
solution of global problems, such as environmental pollutions terrorism, and 
narcotics trafficking. The United States and Russia stressed their 
determination to improve the effectiveness of peacemaking and peacekeeping 
capabilities of the United Nations, the CSCE, and other appropriate regional 


organizations. 


Recognizing that the problem of mistreatment of minorities and ethnic 
communities is increasingly a source of international instability, the 
Presidents stressed the critical importance of full protection for individual 
human rights, including those of ethnic Russian and all other minorities on the 
territory of the former Soviet Union. They affirmed their commitment to the 
peaceful resolution of conflicts in that region on the basis of respect for the 
independence, territorial integrity, and security of all member states of the UN 


and the CSCE. 
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The Presidents announced their intention to expand and improve their joint 
work in the area of environmental protection. They agreed to coordinate on 
joint ecological measures to be taken and research to be done, and on support 
for financing agreed programs. The Presidents agreed that the level of mutual 
openness achieved makes it possible to proceed with new forms of 
cooperation in science and technology, including programs in the field of 
outer space. The two countries will further develop bilateral cooperation in 
fisheries in the Bering Sea, the North Pacific, and the Sea of Okhotsk, 
including for the purpose of preservation and reproduction of living marine 
resources and of monitoring the ecosystem in the Northern Pacific. The 
Presidents further agreed to expand significantly their contacts, exchanges, 
and cooperation in the areas of culture, education, the humanities, and the 


mass media. 


The joint efforts of both countries have succeeded in establishing a new 
character for Russian-American relations. The Presidents reaffirmed the 
principles and provisions of the Camp David Declaration of February 1, 1992, 
and the Charter of U.S.-Russian Partnership and Friendship of June 17, 1992, 


as a basis for relations between the two countries. 


Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin expressed their deep appreciation to Prime 
Minister Mulroney and the people of Canada for hosting their meeting in 


Vancouver. 


With a view to accelerating the development of U.S.-Russian partnership, the 


Presidents agreed to meet regularly at the summit level. President Yeltsin 
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invited President Clinton to visit Russia. President Clinton accepted the 


invitation with appreciation. 


/U.S. Newswire 202-347-2770/ 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 51 Spring 2023 


Analysis 
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Sinking of the Russian Cruiser Moskva: by Capt. K. K. Agnihotri 


Full title: Sinking of the Russian Cruiser Moskva: A Cause — Effect Analysis 
May 2022, National Maritime Foundation (Turkiye) 


Cruiser Moskva as seen from attending Russian naval tug 


One of the major casualties of the Russia-Ukraine conflict was the loss of the 
Russian Navy cruiser, the Moskva, in the Black Sea, after an unexplained fire 
on board. While Ukraine understandably claimed credit —albeit not yet 
corroborated — the twin factors of the constricted Black Sea geography and 
the sub-optimal utilisation of a capital ship vis-à-vis the Russian naval 
objective, are assessed to have been the main causes of the loss. The role of 
Turkey in closing the only two straits providing access to the Black Sea, citing 
the provisions of the archaic Montreux Convention of 1936, and not 
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permitting Russia to reinforce its naval power in the Black Sea, is also crucial 
in the floundering Russian naval campaign. This incident brings home a hard 
truth, not only to the Russian Navy, but to all the naval strategists the World- 
over: that ‘naval warfare is lot of inaction, followed by a few minutes of 
mayhem’. Those who do not constantly bear this truism in mind and prepare 


their naval men and material appropriately, do so at their great peril. 


“Turkiye (sic) will use its authority over the Turkish Straits under the 1936 
Montreux Convention to prevent the Russia-Ukraine crisis from further 
escalating. ” 


Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of Turkey [1] 


[New Delhi] The Russian Navy cruiser, Moskva, the largest ship in the Black 
Sea Fleet — and its Flagship — reportedly suffered a major fire and resultant 
multiple explosions of onboard ammunition, on 13 April 2022. All personnel 
were supposedly evacuated from the stricken warship after it became apparent 
that the ship was in the danger of capsizing. The ship finally keeled over and 
sank on 14 April 2022, while being towed to the nearest Russian naval 


harbour, Sevastopol in the Crimean Peninsula. 


While the Ukrainian authorities triumphantly claimed that the Russian cruiser 
was hit and severely damaged by two of its Neptune anti-ship missiles, but 
could not provide any supporting evidence, the Russian Ministry of Defence 
— as quoted by its national media — continued with the assertion 
of “ammunition explosion on board resulting in severe damage”. In the 


absence of additional facts, the strategic and security community has been 
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offering varying interpretations and analyses to support each of these theories, 
largely based on conjecture and swayed by personal or institutional 
biases. The exact sequence of events and factual details of the incident may 
possibly never be revealed in the public domain. This notwithstanding, the 
fact remains that Russia has lost its largest warship ever — since the Cold 


War — during a conflict scenario. 


This article initially provides an overview of Russian naval forces in and 
around the Black Sea, then dwells on the peculiar geography of the Black Sea, 
which turned out to be a significant factor in limiting the Russian Navy’s 
concept of operations. It thereafter analyses the causes — internal as well as 
external — of the cruiser’s loss, and the likely options available to Russia for 
optimal utilisation of its Black Sea naval forces in support of its 
campaign. The final post-incident assessment is carried out against the 
background of Turkey’s continued control over the entry/exit of warships 
into/from the Black Sea, in accordance with the provisions of the Montreux 


Convention 1936. 


Russian Naval Force Build-up 


The Moskva cruiser was largest of the only six principal surface combatants 
— other five being guided-missile frigates (FFG) — based at the Black Sea 
Fleet headquarter at Sevastopol. The rest of the Black Sea Fleet comprises 36 
patrol and coastal craft, six diesel-electric submarines, and 10 landing ships 
— seven large and three medium ones.[2] In the run up to the outbreak of the 


ongoing armed conflict, six additional landing ships, each displacing between 
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4500 and 6500 tonnes, entered the Black Sea, in February 2022, in two 
batches.[3] 


A naval group from the Russian Pacific Fleet comprising three ships — 
the Slava-Class cruiser Varyag, the guided-missile destroyer Admiral Tributs, 
and a replenishment ship — were generally present in and around the 
Mediterranean Sea from November 2021 onwards. In addition, one cruiser 
and some destroyers/frigates from the Russian North Sea Fleet and the Baltic 
Sea Fleets also entered the Mediterranean Sea. In last week of February of 
2022, Russia informed Turkey about its intention to send four of these major 
surface combatants — two destroyers, one frigate and an intelligence- 
collection ship — into Black Sea, on 27-28 February 2022. Turkey however, 
denied permission for the Russian ships to cross the Bosphorus and 
Dardanelles Straits, invoking the provisions of Montreux Convention of 1936 
— regulating the regime of these two straits. It announced the closure of the 


two straits for the warships of “nations at war’’.[4] 


The 12-strong Russian Amphibious Task Force — six Black-Sea-based 
landing ships and six from other fleets, which entered prior to outbreak of 
hostilities — did carry out an amphibious demonstration in the Sea of 
Azov. However, an effective operation could probably not be carried out in 
the absence of supporting forces, which were not able to enter the Black Sea 
because of Turkey’s intervention.[5] In fact, the number of Russian naval 
ships in the Mediterranean Sea progressively increased to 18 by 09 March 
2022 — which included 13 major surface combatants and five support 


ships.[6] 
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Russian Naval Campaign Plan in Black Sea 


The very fact that Russia was trying to push so many naval ships into the 
Black Sea, points to an acute shortage of naval power required for achieving 
even the preliminary objective of dominating the southern Ukrainian 
coastline. This would, prima-facie, translate into a blockade of major ports 
such as Odessa and Mariupol, bring effective missile- and gun-fire on land 
targets from the sea, mount an amphibious assault to capture beachheads, 
sustain presence ashore, and project land forces deep inland — to support the 


larger Russian military’s objective of a multi-pronged advance into Ukraine. 


However, the Black Sea with its peculiar locational characteristics, placed 
Russia in quite a disadvantageous position as far as the fulfilment of its naval 
objectives was concerned. Hence, there is a need to study the Black Sea 
geography, so as to better appreciate the peculiar complexities of the Russian 


task at hand vis-a-vis the force-requirement for such fulfilment. 


Black Sea Geography 


The Black Sea is about 600 nautical miles (nm) at its longest, and 400 nm at 
its broadest. It is virtually landlocked but for a solitary sea-access route 
through the Bosphorus Strait from the Sea of Marmara located to its south- 
west. Yet another narrow water body — the Dardanelles Strait — connects 
the Sea of Marmara to the Aegean Sea. Both these straits are under the 


sovereign control of Turkey, which regulates all maritime traffic — both, 
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warships and mercantile vessels — therein. The Crimean Peninsula juts out 
into the Black Sea, roughly dividing its northern seascape into two water 
bodies — the western one leads into a large bay, while the eastern one leads 
into the Sea of Azov. The Sea of Azov, too, is accessed through a single 
waterway, namely, the Kerch Strait, passage through which is regulated by 
Russia. The general depth in most of the Black Sea is less than 100 metres, 
except for a small area in the continental shelf where the depth extends to 160 


metres. 


CRIMEA 


Six countries — Russia, Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey and Georgia — 
lie along the rim of the Black Sea; and are contracting parties to the “Protocol 
on Protection of the Black Sea Marine Environment Against Pollution from 
Land Based Sources”, also referred-to as the Bucharest 


Convention.[7] Mariupol, located along the Sea of Azov, is a major 
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Ukrainian port, as is Odessa, which lies on the north-western shore of the 
Black Sea. The main Russian naval base and the headquarters of the Black 
Sea Fleet is at Sevastopol in Crimea. The other major Russian naval base and 
ship-repair facility in the Black Sea is at Novorossiysk. The map of the Black 
Sea (Figure 1) provides a spatial correlation of its geographical attributes 


described above. 


The distances between certain locations in Black Sea, which are relevant to 


this article, are shown below: 


e Bosphorus Strait-Kerch Strait: 400 nm 
e Bosphorus Strait-Sevastopol: 280 nm 
e Sevastopol-Odessa: 160 nm 


e Kerch Strait-Mariupol: 100 nm 


The Moskva 


The Slava-class cruiser Moskva (pennant number 121) was built in the 
Nikolyev Shipyard of Ukraine, which was part of erstwhile Soviet Union. The 
ship, displacing more than 11,000 tonnes at full load, was commissioned in 
December of 1982 and belonged to the third-largest Class of Russian 
warships, after the aircraft carrier (the Kuznetsov) and the Kirov-Class 
nuclear-propelled cruisers. The Moskva was quite heavily armed, with 16 
Vulcan anti-ship missiles (range: 450 km), a three-layered air- and anti- 
missile defence system, and a range of anti-submarine torpedoes and 


rockets. It was equipped with long-range surveillance and targeting sensors, 
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as also modern Electronic Warfare (EW) systems, which taken in aggregate, 
enabled the ship to be capable of comprehensive, multi-domain warfighting 


and formidable self-defence. 


The ship was not, however, equipped with land-attack cruise missiles, because 
of which it was not ideally suited for attacking targets ashore in Ukraine. The 
ship’s main 130 mm twin-barrelled gun could, of course, be used for firing on 
shore-targets but for this, the Moskva would have to come quite close to the 
coast, given that the range of the gun was limited to approximately 22 km 
(approximately 12 nm). The ship’s main strength lay in its ability to provide 
an effective air-defence umbrella to Russian naval forces operating close to 
the shore for amphibious tasks, while the Moskva itself remained at stand-off 


distance. 


Probable Operational Causes leading to the Moskva Incident 


Blue water surface combatants — these are typically ‘capital ships’ — can be 
utilised to their full potential in open waters, where there is enough 
manoeuvring room to engage in multi-domain operations. Open waters also 
provide adequate sea area for such ships to remain beyond the threatened 
range of the adversary’s ground-based intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance (ISR) systems, missiles and aircraft; and while enabling for 
themselves the freedom to ‘shoot and scoot’ at high-speed, when 
required. The Moskva, operating in a near landlocked sea with severely 
limited sea space was, therefore, at a huge disadvantage on all these 


counts. The regular area of the ship’s operation since the outbreak of 
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hostilities on 24 February 2022, lay in the constricted bay between Sevastopol 


and Odessa — the direct distance between them being a mere 160 nm. 


Naval analysts monitoring the ship’s broad movements through purportedly 
open-source intelligence, placed it off Snake Island — just about 25 nm from 
the Ukrainian coastline — between 24 and 28 February 2022; and, 
subsequently, in a general area ranging from 40-90 nm between 15 March and 
04 April 2022.[8] The ship established a deployment pattern wherein it would 
return to its home port of Sevastopol after about 6-7 days, probably for 
replenishment of fuel and stores. The entire sailing itinerary of the Moskva 
began to fit into a predictable pattern — something that no warship ought to 
be comfortable with. Further, its operational presence in the restricted ‘bay 
area’ rendered its movements prone to easy tracking from shore-based sensors 
and drones. The probable covert ISR and targeting-support provided by the 
US and/or certain NATO/EU countries opposed to the Russian invasion, 
would have greatly exacerbated the risk.[9] 

It is posited that the import of such a precariously unenviable situation and 
disadvantageous operating environment, would surely not have been lost on 
the ship’s Commanding Officer and the operational team, especially those 
placed in the upper segments of the hierarchical chain of command. There 
are a number of probable reasons as to why the Moskva persisted in 
conforming to what was by now a well-established operating pattern. Some 


of the most obvious of these are: 


(a) The Russian Navy was reasonably sure that the Ukrainian shore-based 


airborne ISR and attack capabilities had been sufficiently degraded to the 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 61 Spring 2023 


point where they posed no viable threat to Russian ships operating close to the 
Ukrainian coast. 

(b) The Russian Navy had little or no knowledge of Ukraine having 
operationally deployed ground-launched anti-ship cruise missiles. 

(c) The implications of the occasional appearance of Turkish-origin 
Ukrainian TB-2 Bayraktar armed drones at sea, were not fully appreciated by 
the Russian ships. 

(d) The Moskva had absolute confidence in its anti-air- and anti-missile 
defence capabilities. 

(e) The ship’s crew had become somewhat complacent, possibly out of 
weariness having set in due to a high-level of alertness requiring to be 
maintained over prolonged period, with virtually no action to relive the 


tedium. 


In the event — and despite denials by Russian official establishment about an 
attack by the Ukrainian missiles — the Moskva suffered an uncontrollable 
‘unexplained’ fire on board, reportedly from multiple explosions of its own 
ammunition. The ship finally sank a day later, while being towed to 
harbour. If two Ukrainian Neptun anti-ship missiles had, indeed, managed to 
pierce the cruiser’s supposedly impermeable air-defence, it certainly would 
indicate that the ship’s crew and weapon systems were either not ready at the 
moment of action, or were so distracted by the Ukrainian TB- 
2 Bayraktar armed drones, that they could not mount a viable anti-missile 


defence.[10] 
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Other causes could include inadequacies in maritime domain awareness 
(MDA)-support provided to the ship through a reliable two-way data link with 
Command Posts and land- and space-based sensors. An informed article 
suggests that this kind of integration would ensure seamless transfer of a near- 
real-time operational picture, so as to enable the ship to assess the situation 
better, have more response time, and mount a credible defence well in time by 
‘creating a bigger bubble of lethality’, rather than being forced to depend 
solely upon its own standalone sensors for the entire kill chain.[11] Also, 
while the professionalism of Russian sailors and the ship’s damage-control 
readiness has come under a cloud, these remain in the speculative realm, until 
the actual sequence of events as they unfolded— if and when that happens — 
is known. It is, however, quite apparent that a major warship not equipped 
with land-attack cruise missiles otherwise heavily-armed, had little business 
being deployed close to Ukrainian coast in a sub-optimal role, thus exposing 


itself needlessly to the danger of aerial attack in constricted sea space. 


Post-Incident Assessment 


The loss of a major warship in combat — whether attributable to enemy action 
or otherwise — is often linked to national morale and certainly 
psychologically impacts a nation’s collective will to continue with 
hostilities. That is reason, some countries treat such national assets as their 
‘centre of gravity’.[12] In the case of the Moskva, the symbolism of Russia’s 
third largest ship — and the Flag ship of the Black Sea Fleet — being lost in 
a combat scenario, was not lost on anyone. The double-whammy was that 


Russia could neither bolster its naval power in the Black Sea, nor replace the 
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ship with another one of equal naval significance. Turkey would just not 
allow the Russian warships waiting in the Aegean Sea to pass through the 
Dardanelles and Bosphorus Straits, citing the provisions of Montreux 
Convention of 1936.[13] In fact, Turkey — in a highly exaggerated 
interpretation of the Montreux Convention — warned all countries not to send 
warships through the two straits to the Black Sea during the Russia-Ukraine 
war. The Turkish Foreign Minister, Mevlut Cavusoglu clearly stated, “We 
warned all riparian and non-riparian countries not to let warships go through 


the straits” [14] 


While Russia has, as on date, continued to abide by the Turkish 
pronouncement, and no request from other nations for letting their warships 
pass through the straits has yet been made; the status, applicability, and 
relevance of Montreux Convention itself, and its provisions in the current 


crisis, are open to debate. Two obvious questions are: 


(a) Is the Convention with its lifespan of 20 years — and supposedly 
having expired in 1956 — with no effort by any of the signatories to formulate 


a follow-on agreement, still a valid enforcement-tool? 


(b) Should the provisions laid down in the subsequently-promulgated 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982, 
regulating transit passage through international straits not be followed in 
supersession of the Montreux Convention, especially when Article 38 
stipulates that “the right of transit passage through international straits shall 


not be impeded’? 
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Notwithstanding these questions relating to the applicability of the Montreux 
Convention — so germane in the current circumstances — and the unilateral 
excessive authority assigned by Turkey to itself in closing the strait and 
denying passage to all warships, the fact remains that Russia is unable to 
supplement its naval forces in the Black Sea. Despite realising that the 
depleted naval strength following the loss of the Moskva is simply inadequate 
to dominate Ukrainian territory from the sea, Russia is not questioning the 
legal tenability of the Montreux Convention. This gives credence to the 
hypothesis that larger geopolitical dynamics — including those concerning 
the generally friendly Russia-Turkey relations — may be at play, constricting 


Russian freedom of action. 


The absence of credible area air-defence cover, which the Moskva was 
otherwise providing, has forced Russian warships to remain farther away from 
coastline. The resultant change in the operational scenario would appear to 
have put paid to any amphibious landing plans that Russia may have initially 
mulled over, so as to insert land forces along the southern axis. On the other 
hand, Russia, smarting from this globally-visible embarrassment, would 
surely be keen to deliver a fitting riposte. The reported use of submarine- 
launched Kalibr land-attack cruise missiles (LACMSs). for the first time, to 
target the outskirts of Kiev and other military targets deeper inland[15] can be 


taken as a precursor for more punitive attacks to follow. 


While the remaining Russian frigates — and submarines too — may well 


continue with limited engagement of targets ashore by their LACMs, the 
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imperative to remain beyond the targeting-range of Ukrainian anti-ship 
missiles, precludes their meaningful contribution to support the Russian 
Navy’s war effort in the Black Sea. In this context, at least one maritime 
analyst has concluded that the loss of the Moskva has had so adverse an impact 
upon the freedom-of-manoeuvre of Russia’s remaining warships — 
particularly the admiral Makarov Class frigates — that it is tantamount to the 


loss Russian frigates themselves![16] 


Conclusion 


The fact that ships of the Russian Black Sea Fleet have borne the brunt of 
Ukrainian drone- and missile-attacks subsequent to the sinking of the Moskva, 
indicates the importance of the cruiser in supporting the entire concept of 
Russian naval operations in that area. Since the Moskva incident, there have 
been reports of one Russian landing ship and two fast attack craft being 
severely damaged in attacks mounted by Ukrainian armed drones. This could 
only have been possible in the absence of viable Russian air-defence 
cover. An ambitious Ukrainian claim in fact, reported successful targeting of 
the Russian frigate Admiral Makarov. Even though the Ukrainian claim 
proved to be false, there is no denying that the remaining Russian naval ships 
in the Black Sea remain in great danger due to the constricted geography of 
the Black Sea, and ISR support probably being covertly provided the US and 
its NATO allies. The limited sea room also leaves the Russian Navy with 
hardly any scope for flexibility in planning and executing operational 


manoeuvres. 
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The risk quotient gets further exacerbated because the only route for providing 
reinforcements is controlled by another country, which is not helping the 
Russian cause by citing an archaic convention long past its ‘use by’ 
date. Concurrently, the Russian naval leadership must surely be wrestling 
with the dilemma whether it would be wise to commit more ships — and 
risking them too — in a constricted sea space, particularly in light of 
the Moskva debacle. That might also be a reason for Moscow not calling out 
Turkey on the latter’s exaggerated interpretation of the Montreux 
Convention. Finally, the Russian ships deployed in the Mediterranean and 
Aegean seas — and awaiting further orders — are generally in NATO’s naval 
area of dominance, and prudence would call for Moscow to exercise due 
deliberation before pushing Turkey — which is still part of NATO — too 
hard. 


As the Russia-Ukraine conflict moves well into its third month, Russia may 
employ even heavier land-based ordnance in future to meet its military 
objective/s vis-a-vis Ukraine. Be that as it may, the Russian naval campaign 
through its solitary maritime axis of the Black Sea appears to be irrevocably 
floundering, in the aftermath of the Moskva’s sinking. Even while full details 
of the Moskva incident remain hidden from the general public, one can 
reasonably conclude that the Russian ship’s readiness — in terms of both, men 
and material — during those few crucial minutes of action could certainly 
have been better. A noted Indian maritime analyst, Rear Admiral Sudarshan 
Shrikhande (Retired), has quite correctly theorised that “naval warfare is lot 
of inaction, then few minutes of mayhem and action."[17] It is unfortunate 


that this truism was brought home to the Russians quite so tragically. 
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Tradecraft 
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Winston Churchill’s Master Spy by Kurt Singer 


Christine Skarbeck, S.O.E., London, 1940 


I had known “Christine Granville" when she was still a child. The first time I 
met her I was a guest at her father's house. That was in 1933. She was then a 
beautiful teen-ager, highly intelligent and possessed of a zest for life. She was 
to become one of the great women spies of our time and a heroine of Poland 
and Britain, fighting against the Nazis and, later on after her country was 
divided for a fourth time in history, against the Kremlin. She was decorated 
by the British and Winston Churchill personally praised and thanked her. Her 


real name was Countess Krystyna Skarbeck. 


Everyone who had done intelligence work in Europe knew the beautiful 


Christine. Thousands were deeply moved when the news broke that she had 
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been murdered in London by an over-sexed maniac who was desperately in 


love with her. 


Many intelligence officers refused to believe the story. Too many agents have 
been liquidated by foreign secret services in the same manner. Was Christine 


Granville another victim in the spy war? 

On the night of June 15, 1952 at 10.15 Christine Granville, dark-haired, 
always friendly and smiling, entered the Shelbourne Hotel in London. She 
lived there and the night porter, Joseph Kojdecky, also a Pole, greeted her as 


she came in. 


As Christine walked up the stairs to her room a man hurried through the hotel 


entrance, and called, “Christine—may I see you?” 


She turned around on the stairs and came back. The night porter continued 


with his work. The couple talked in the lobby. 


Then suddenly Christine’s voice rose in fright. 


“Leave me alone—get him away. Help me!” Christine yelled. 


The night porter Kojdecky and two other employees rushed to her aid. But 


they were too late. 
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Christine had collapsed. A long dagger had been thrust deep inside her chest. 
She lay on the floor bleeding to death. 


“I loved her,” said her assailant. He stared at her as she died. 
“I killed her. Call the police and let's get this over with fast.” 


The hotel employees searched his pockets and found a blackjack. Then they 


locked him in a room and called Scotland Yard. 


Two inspectors from the Criminal Investigation Department, arrived within a 
few minutes. Routine questions were asked. Christine's room was sealed, the 


killer handcuffed and hustled to headquarters. Once there, questioning began. 


The killer was small with black eyes, dark hair and a high forehead. He was 
well-dressed, wore a light brown coat and looked as if he might be an 
intellectual, but now he was nervous and restless. Giving his name as .Dennis 
George Muldowney, he was co-operative on one level but mysterious, 
evasive- and confused on others. He confessed, “I admit I have killed 
Christine Granville. I was deeply in love with her and that is why I killed her. 
No one else can have her now. I’m willing to pay for what I did. Let's get it 


over with." 


Muldowney was taken back to his cell and next morning Scotland Yard started 


enquiries. 
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Chief Inspector George Jennings went with his investigators to the Shelboume 
Hotel. Edgar Wells, the manager testified that Christine had been staying at 
the hotel since the end of the war in 1945. “She was quiet, gracious, a woman 


of culture; was well liked, and had no enemies to my knowledge.” 


She did not live permanently at the hotel. She checked out for several months 
„to make trips, as a stewardess or to visit relatives abroad. All the hotel 
employees and especially the manager were full of praise for her. They all 
said, however, she acted “strangely” at times as if she were trying to hide a 
past. They also wondered why a woman of her culture and background 
accepted, as she often did, jobs such as a sales girl at a department store. She, 
who spoke several languages, had even worked as a checkroom girl in the 


luxury' hotels. 


For a year or so before she was murdered Christine had been working as 
stewardess on tourist class ships going to South Africa, the Western 
hemisphere and the Mediterranean. When she landed at Southampton she 
generally came direct to the Shelbourne Hotel in London. The officers were 


told that only two days previously she had returned from a trip to South Africa. 


No one at the hotel apparently knew that Christine was a Polish Countess and 
came of an old, aristocratic family. No one there had ever seen the killer 


before. 


The investigators then began to search Christine’s room. In the suitcase 


brought from Southampton they found her seamen’s papers. In them she gave 
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as next of kin Major Andrew Kennedy, Alexanderstrasse 23, Bonn, Germany. 


Inspector Jennings sent a telegram to him without delay. 


The Scotland Yard men also found an airplane ticket for the 10-15 a.m. flight 
from London to Brussels, dated June 16. This was exactly twelve hours after 


Christine had been stabbed. 


The Yard officers were nothing if not thorough and it was this thoroughness 
by which they experienced their first big shock. In this simple hotel room they 
found a number of very distinguished war medals. The French Croix de 
Guerre, which is given only for outstanding services; the King George medal 
for valour; the Order of the British Empire, usually given only to very high 
ranking military leaders; and an unidentified Polish medal. How was it 
possible for a department store salesgirl, a ship’s stewardess, to be in 
possession of decorations that appeared to belong to some British general? It 
was little wonder that the searchers were perplexed but as they turned out this 
drawer and that and came across citations, letters of thanks from Government 
departments they began to understand that the medals really belonged to 


Christine and that they were the rewards of unexampled heroism. 


In a small pocket calendar they found in her suit case there was an entry on 
the day of the murder: “Dinner with L. Popiel and Sonya.” Popiel was listed 
in the London telephone directory, and it was not long before he was telling 
what he knew of Christine to the investigators at the Shelbourne. Popiel was 
frank and helpful, although he found it hard to believe that Christine was dead. 


She had been alive such a short time ago and he had, in fact, dined with her 
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on the night of the murder in an Italian restaurant in Soho, the “Speranza,” 
which means Hope. Sonya Masters was with them, a mutual and very close 
friend. Popiel was a successful interior decorator, and he had known Christine 


for about two years. 


“I don’t understand it,” said Popiel. “There never was a more gallant, or a 


sweeter and braver woman than Christine.” 


Inspector Jennings asked immediately, “Why gallant, why brave? Do you 


know anything about these medals?" 


Popiel did not know too much, but he hinted she had worked with the 
underground during the war, that she was an intelligence officer and spoke ten 
languages fluently. She naturally never spoke about it as she did not want to 


be reminded of those days. 

"Could it be that Christine was an agent?" asked the Inspector. 

“Ts it possible, do you think, that she was killed because of it?” 
Muldowney's name was new to Popiel; he had never heard of him before and 
Christine had certainly never mentioned him. Popiel knew nothing of her 


planned trip to Brussels. All he knew was that Christine had told them that 


she would be leaving in a few days on a trip on the Winchester Castle. 
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The Scotland Yard men next questioned Sonya Masters. Like Popiel she was 
upset and shocked by the murder. She explained that she had first met 
Christine six months ago aboard a ship on which Christine was a stewardess. 
Of the dinner party at the “Speranza,” Sonya remembered a startling and 
disturbing incident, and she told the officers that before the arrival of Popiel 
she happened to glance at one of the windows of the restaurant and saw a 
strange man peering through the restaurant window at Christine and herself. 
Sonya Masters mentioned the staring eyes at the window to Christine, who 
only shrugged her shoulders and said: “When I was twelve or thirteen my 
father gave me a rifle and took me wolf hunting. We had plenty of wild wolves 
in Poland in those days. I got lost and was attacked by a hungry wolf pack of 
perhaps ten or twelve beasts. I took my rifle and I killed them—all of them. 


Since that day I never have been afraid of men or wolves.” 


Then Popiel showed up at the restaurant and the staring eyes at the window 


disappeared. 


The investigation continued. Scotland Yard was not willing to label the case 
a simple love-murder or jealous killer’s crime. Christine Granville was not in 
the ordinary files. There was no record of her, though she was a foreign-born 


citizen, of Polish stock. It puzzled the investigators. 


There was not much on Muldowney either in the files. Several months before, 
the Reform Club had inquired at Scotland Yard about Muldowney who had 
applied for a job. He was taken on after the Yard had confirmed that he had 


no criminal record. 
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Two men searched Muldowncy’s room at the Reform Club in Pall Mall. They 
found nothing of interest except a seamen’s union card. But most employed 
Britishers belong to a union. Perhaps Christine had met the man in some port; 


perhaps they were on the same ship. 


Two men now came to see the Inspector, they were from Sir Percy Sillitoe’s 
office, the M.I. 5 office for Counter-Intelligence. They said they were not 
authorized to make any statements, but expected to be kept fully informed 
about the Granville case by daily reports, as Christine Granville had been a 


British agent working for their office. 


While the Yard was checking the shipping lines, which had employed 
Christine, and also the Union Castle Line, owners of the Winchester Castle, 


another witness showed up. 


He had landed at the Northholt Airport, and had come by military plane. He 
was Major Andrew Kennedy—M.I. 5 Military Intelligence. He went first to 
the morgue where he stood motionless as he identified the beautiful woman 
he had adored and admired. Then he turned away, angry, helpless and heart- 
broken. He gave her a last military salute and left, and walked out alone and 
into the crowded streets of London. He was not yet ready to go to Scotland 


Yard. 


In the meantime another Intelligence Officer appeared as a new witness and 


volunteered some interesting information. He was Colonel Cammaerts. He 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 79 Spring 2023 


had seen Christine a few months ago in one of the swankier membership clubs, 
and they had had a pleasant time together. He refused to believe the killing 


had a love motive. 


“Christine had made many enemies,” he testified. “I can’t disclose military 
secrets, but Countess Krystyna Skarbeck was responsible for the arrest and 
execution of many an enemy agent. Due to her work in the underground 
movement plenty of Nazis had been got rid of. He said only a few had shown 


greater courage and efficiency in intelligence work than Christine. 


Who were these enemies? Ex-Nazis? Perhaps. 


She had been parachuted behind enemy lines during the war. 


Had she recently been parachuted into Iron Curtain countries? Were her boat 
trips faked and was she one of the agents the Communist world? Did she join 
the Free Poland movement and become a member of the Polish underground 


aimed at dislodging the Soviet invaders? 


The Colonel was not talking about her present work. He did not know if 
Christine had quit the intelligence service or not. But he was quite willing to 


talk about the past, of events M.I.5 were agreeable to becoming known. 


Colonel Cammaerts had met Christine for the first time in France. She used 


the code name “Jacqueline Armand” and he described their dramatic meeting: 
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“One night in 1944 I was on the Plateau of Vercors in south- 
eastern France, in command of three thousand French underground 
fighters,” he said. “Christine just dropped from the sky—a young, 
breath-takingly beautiful girl. A sixty-mile gale was raging at the time 
and she was blown four miles through the air. When she hit the ground 
she did so with such force that the butt of her gun was smashed. 

We were surrounded by the Germans, and paratroopers were 
dropping on us continually. Christine picked herself up and blew up 
half-a-dozen Jerries who were trying to capture her. 

She took over from the first, with humility and courage. She 
carried out desperate sabotage expeditions which none of us had 
thought possible. The Germans put a price on her head. They attacked 
us in force with nearly three divisions, invading our almost inaccessible 
plateau by glider. Christine carried a machine gun and hand grenades 
and wiped out scores of them. With a single grenade she disposed of 
every one of the eighteen men dropped from a single glider. 

But the Germans enjoyed too many advantages and after four 
days we received orders to disperse. Christine and I made our way 
through the German lines in the darkness and walked seventy miles to 
a house where we stayed. After a night’s sleep we began blowing up 
German installations and ambushing German scouting parties. 

Many times she was in danger of being captured. Once we were 
lying flat under a roadside bush. A German search patrol with dogs 
came along. One of the dogs found us. She boldly held out her hand. 
The dog stuffed it and wagged his tail. She put her arm around his neck. 
The Germans whistled and searched, but the dog stayed quietly with 
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her. He was devotedly at her side for many months—until he was killed 


by shrapnel.” 


The stoic Scotland Yard men grew breathless with excitement as they heard 
of Christine’s courageous and brave underground activities. Finally the 
Colonel related how Christine saved his life and those of Captain Sorensen, 
an American OSS Officer, and Zane Fielding, a British major. The three had 
been sentenced to death as Allied spies and were to be executed on the 


following morning at 6.30. 


“It was goodbye, all right. About midnight, I heard her voice 
outside the prison walls. Christine was singing Frankie and Johnny 
which we had often harmonized together. I sang back and she knew she 
had found me. 

It seemed an insane thing for her to do—a woman with a price 
on her head to sing an American song outside a Nazi prison. 

Six-thirty came. We expected the door to open, and to be led to 
our execution. But nothing happened. At 11 the camp commander 
entered, a gun in his hand. With him was Christine. She had come to 
get us out! What she had done had taken more guts and brains than I 
have ever encountered in any man or woman. The Nazis were hunting 
her all over Europe, but she had simply walked into the camp 
commander's office and told him that she was a British spy. 'I demand 
the immediate release of the three officers who arc to be executed 
tomorrow,’ she had said. She warned him that if the officers or she were 


harmed, every German in this camp would hang as a war criminal. She 
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argued with him for 11 hours. The Americans were not to overrun the 
camp for another two months, but she made the commander feel as if 
they were breathing down his neck. 
She also convinced him that she was Field Marshal 
Montgomery’s niece. He was seething with rage, but he released us. 
She had an almost-hypnotic power over people. It would be 
ironic if it is true that this wonderful woman was struck down by a 


lunatic in a London hotel lobby!” 


Inspector Jennings and Colonel Cammaerts talked for a long time. Both were 
convinced that there might be a political motive behind the murder. Enemies? 
Where? When? Nazi enemies from the old days? Why did they wait until 
1952? Enemies out of the present? Perhaps Soviet Poland? But where was the 
evidence unless Muldowney would talk. Who had hired him? The same group 
who had hired the Trotsky murderer, Jacson? The same Kremlin gang who 


hired the kidnappers in Berlin? 


Yet another witness was shown into Inspector Jennings’ office. Major Andrew 


Kennedy, the one called “next of kin” in Christine’s papers. 


He apologized for being late and explained that he had gone to the morgue on 
his own. He was still deeply shaken. It was a real personal tragedy. No one 
asked him if he had loved Christine. Everyone respected his feelings, but they 


knew she must have meant very much in his life. 


He knew the killer and testified: 
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“I met him last February, in London. He had been a steward and 
her boss on the Dunnotar Castle. I knew that he was very nice to her 
and helped to make her work easier. She asked me if we couldn't take 
him along to the movies one night, as he was lonesome, not having any 
friends in London. 

“Muldowney came along, and seemed very grateful. There was 
something in his manner that made me think of a stray dog. Christine 
put herself out to make him feel comfortable. He definitely impressed 
me as the kind of fellow who wouldn't harm a fly. 

“Christine and I were very close friends—ever since the time we 
parachuted into Hungary together. I think she would have told me if 


there had been anything between them." 


Inspector Jennings showed Major Kennedy the airplane ticket To Brussels. 
The Major admitted they had planned to meet there, at he had received a wire 


at the last moment, postponing the flight for a day. 


Kennedy did not know the reason for the postponement. Inspector Jennings 
called the airline and a clerk testified that Christine had delayed the trip for 


one day with the words “I’m tired, I want to rest up a little bit.” 


Major Kennedy retorted, “Christine never was tired. She was always full of 


energy and as she had only a few days off, I don’t believe it. 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 84 Spring 2023 


In the course of questioning it was revealed that Kennedy had met Christine 
during the war, in 1939. They were introduced at a special division at the War 
Office, and later parachuted together into Hungary. Kennedy never asked 
about her past, but once she told him that she had been lion hunting in East 


Africa, in Kenya. 


Her job with the British-Polish counter intelligence in Hungary was to 
establish contact with the Polish border. Christine posed as a Nazi German 
newspaper correspondent. As often as possible she went skiing at the Polish- 
Hungarian border for obvious reasons. The following is from Major 


Kennedy’s testimony: 


“One day she struck out on her own. She planned to go a hundred 
miles on skis, then change into peasant clothes and make her way to 
Warsaw. 

Eighteen months passed before we heard any news from her. I 
had long given her up and so had London, particularly since Hungary 
had entered the war. But we began to hear tales from refugees about a 
woman setting up resistance cells all over Poland, forming sabotage, 
groups and organizing prison escapes. At last M.I. 5 in London received 
a message from the British Ambassador in Ankara, Turkey. Christine 
had accomplished her mission, she had made her escape to Ankara, and 
was requesting a new assignment. 

I ran into her again in 1945, in Italy. Once when she was working 
inside the enemy lines she and an Italian resistance man were trapped 


by a German detachment. She put up her hands as she was ordered to 
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do, but she was holding a live grenade in each. ‘Don’t move or blow 
you to bits,’ she told the Nazis, who stood there with fingers trembling 
on their rifle triggers. Christine and her companion backed away and 
managed to escape. 

After the war we kept in touch with each other. Several years ago 
she asked me if she could name me as next of kin. She had no family, 
quite a few friends but no close ones. If there was anything that she 
disliked it was to talk about her exploits, and her impressive 


decorations. She was a truly humble person.” 


This testimony explained a lot but still there was no evidence of a Communist 
motive behind her murder. Christine knew the Polish borderline probably 
better than any intelligence officer, she knew the Hungarian border as well. 
She had knowledge that was invaluable to any anti-iron Curtain underground. 
Was she killed on orders from former Communist partisans now working for 
the new Soviet secret service? Or was she the victim of a love-crazed maniac? 


Inspector Jennings had to know. 


He insisted that M.I. 5 tell his office certain facts about her postwar activities. 
He returned from Sir Percy Sillitoe’s office with the knowledge that the free 
Polish underground had lost its best officer in Christine. He learned that she 
had had contact with the underground in the other satellite countries, and that 
she had been behind the Iron Curtain. In short, Christine was an important 
liaison officer between Western nations and the underground. Wasn't it quite 
likely, though definite proof was lacking, that Kremlin vengeance had struck 


her down? 
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Muldowney would say little. “Give me what is coming to me. It was love; 


there was no other motive." 


It was learned that Muldowney's maritime union had strong Communist 
infiltration. Muldowney replied that he neither knew nor cared. **Why don't 


you hang me, as you will anyway? What are you waiting for?" was all he said. 


Additional facts unearthed proved that the killer's story was phony but there 
was never direct evidence that Communists or ex-Nazis had given orders to 
kill Christine. It was established that Christine had been on a ship going to 
East Africa and that Muldowncy was with her on that trip. Later on she 
avoided working on the same ship with him. She cancelled one trip at the last 
minute and switched to another ship, the New Australia, while Muldowney 


continued to work on the Dunnotar Castle. 


No witnesses from the crew ever noticed that Muldowney was in love with 


Christine, or even that he was particularly fond ofher. 


Muldowney was grilled and grilled again. He repeatedly declared he was 


secretly in love with Christine. 


Finally Muldowney was ready to make some kind of statement. Here it is: 


“I didn’t know Christine was a countess,” he said. 
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“The guards tell me the papers are full of it. I understand she was 
very brave during the war and has some very important decorations. 

“T killed Christine because she dared me to kill her three different 
times. The first time on the trip to Australia, the second time in 
Southampton, the third time in London last April. That was when I 
decided to kill her. She put the idea into my head. 

“T loved her. First she said she loved me, too. But after a while I 
realized that she was just playing. I was jealous of that man we went to 
the movies with. I took the Reform Club job so I could be in London 
each time she got back. 

“I waited at her hotel one night. When she arrived she was with 
a man. She told me she had nothing to say to me, and shut the door in 
my face. The next day I bought the knife and a blackjack. But when I 
tried to contact her at the hotel I was told she had gone on another ship, 
I didn’t know which. 

“Yesterday afternoon I ran into a friend as I came out of the 
Carlton Cinema. He was a seaman. He said he had just come in from 
South Africa on the Winchester Castle. He told me of a stewardess they 
had who was very good-looking. I made him describe her and realized 
that it could be only Christine. I was furious. 

“I went to my room at the Reform Club and picked up the knife 
and the blackjack. I couldn't make up my mind whether I was going to 
knife her, or brain her or just frighten her. I followed her from the hotel 
to the *Speranza' restaurant, watched her eat, then went to her hotel and 


waited for her to come back. When she did I went inside and asked her 
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to give me letters I had written her. She said she had thrown them out. 


That was when I stabbed her.” 


It was an almost believable confession, only Muldowney could not remember 


the name of the seaman he had met coming out of the Carlton Cinema. 


Scotland Yard men questioned every member of the crew of the Winchester 
Castle, but none of them had spoken with Muldowney about Christine or 


anyone else. 


Then Colonel Cammacrts was called in again. He had forgotten to mention 
one fact in his previous testimony. A well-known writer, James Gleason, of 
the BBC was preparing a book on wartime heroines and underground fighters, 
and in this connection had got into touch with Christine. She had sent him a 


few details and this is how they read: 


“I was bom Krystyna Gyzicka 37 years ago- in Piotrkow, in the 
wild borderland between Poland and Russia. My family was an old one, 
but tough, used to invasions, warfare, Cossacks, bandits and wolves. 

“As a child I was wild, like my ancestors, and got into plenty of 
trouble at school. Father had to move me from one convent to another 
because of my pranks. Once during Mass, when the other girls dared 
me, I held a candle to the priest’s vestments and set them on fire. He 
had to tear them off. Afterwards he laughed, 
but the Mother Superior was not amused, and father had to find me a 


new convent again.” 
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Out of school, she was chosen beauty queen of Poland and 
shortly after married Count Skarbeck who was a well-known journalist. 
When the Germans invaded Poland he flew from Kenya to Poland to 


fight. He was killed shortly afterwards.” 


The notes were sketchy as to her war experiences, but became more explicit 


about what happened at the war’s end. 


“I found myself in France, disguised as a peasant girl in clothes 
that were practically sackcloth. I hitch-hiked by land and air, in the way 
I had learned during the war, and reached London on a Saturday night. 
I had no money whatsoever. 

“It was pouring with rain, and after sitting for a while on a 
doorstep in Regent Street, I found a shelter for the night. My problem 
was to get a job. I tried selling frocks, but customers found me too rude 
because I told them frankly when they wanted to buy unsuitable clothes. 

“T passed on from one temporary job to another. Once I got an 
introduction to the manager of a hotel chain. He asked me if I was 
married. When I said no, I was told that these hotels employed only 
married women. I asked if the men they employed also had to be 
married and was told that it didn’t matter. 

“Very well,” I said. “Give me a list of your unmarried managers 


and I'll soon marry one of them.’ Then I was thrown out.” 


These autobiographical notes did not mean very much as far as Inspector 


Jennings was concerned, but a few, not quoted here, illustrated one point: that 
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after the death of her husband she had volunteered her services to the Allies. 
Indeed, she told me as much herself after a briefing session for underground 


workers when I had met her in Europe for the second time. 


It always seemed to me that there were too many men in Christine’s life and 
at heart she, the bravest woman anyone ever saw in the underground, was 


afraid of them. She was always the woman who gave more than she received. 


Countess Krystyna Skarbeck, the heroine of World War II, and perhaps a 
victim of the Cold War, finally gave everything, the highest donation to 


freedom—her life. 


She will go down in history with Edith Cavell, the patriot; Lydiah Darrah, the 
Quakeress who saved George Washingtons Army; and Emma Edmonds, the 
spy and nurse who came to the rescue of Abraham Lincoln. She will be long 
remembered in Britain as the woman who came to the aid of Winston 


Churchill in England’s darkest days. 


Her infamous killer was hanged in London in September, 1952. 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 91 Spring 2023 


Christine’s grave, St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Cemetery, London 
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The Naval Secrets Case by Allen Dulles 


from “The Naval Secrets Case,” from Spy Ring, by J. Bullock and H. Miller, 


Gordon Lonsdale and the Krogers, in this London episode, are what the Soviet 
intelligence service terms "illegals." They are people whose identities and 
past histories, as given out by them in the country where they reside, are false. 
They have been made over with new documents and new biographies, so that 
it is difficult for any prying third party to determine who they really are or 
where they came from. Illegals are playing an increasingly important part in 
Soviet penetration operations, as the recent defection of Colonel Yevgeny 


Range in West Germany amply illustrated. 


The police apprehension in England of a group of five spies in 1961 in the 
case which follows is a good example of what can be accomplished by the 


, 


counterespionage technique of "surveillance," which in simple parlance 
means tailing or following people. In the Naval Secrets case Scotland Yard 
began with a lead to the government employee Houghton, who was under 
suspicion. His trail led to an unknown man in London whom Houghton 
(accompanied by his girlfriend, Ethel Gee) was seen to meet furtively on the 
street, clearly by prearrangement, for the quick turnover of a package. The 
unknown man, in turn, who was eventually identified as a small-time 
businessman, made frequent visits to a house in suburban Ruislip. These 
visits, as observed, were obviously for a clandestine purpose. The police 


closed in on a day when they knew Houghton and Gee were coming to London. 


They usually came to deliver packages to the stranger, but disguised their 
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trips as shopping sprees. The job of the police was to catch the three network 
members before any of them could be warned by the arrest of either of the 


others. 


The man in the cloth cap joined the group standing around the massive 
indicator board in Waterloo Station. As he scanned the catalogue of train 
arrivals, a crackling loudspeaker gave him the information he wanted: “The 


12:32 from Salisbury is running thirty minutes late and will arrive at 2:45.” 


Unhurriedly, he turned to walk toward a bowler-hatted man leaning on an 
umbrella near platform 14, to start a chain of communication involving fifteen 
alert figures among the crowds of travelers on the dull Saturday afternoon of 


January 7th, 1961. 


The announcement drew sighs of resignation from friends waiting to meet 
passengers from the train. But, to the fifteen men, it meant a postponement of 
half an hour of an operation which was to lead to the sensational exposure of 


a highly-organized and dangerous spy ring. 


For each of the fifteen was a special agent to whom the wait at this busy 
London terminus was the climax to a ten-month-long investigation. Each of 
the agents was positioned strategically around the station and its precincts to 
await the arrival of two particular passengers among the five hundred heading 


for London. 
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The news of the delay was passed from man to man; from the man in the cloth 
cap to his bowler-hatted colleague. On to *a newspaper seller" at the main exit 
to Waterloo Road; and finally, to the grayhaired pipe-smoking Scotland Yard 
Superintendent directing the operation from a car parked near the Old Vic, the 


famous London Shakespearian theatre. 


He was prepared for the erratic running of the train; but neither he, nor any of 
his men, could predict the strange behavior in which their two suspects were 


to indulge. 


The 12:32 from Salisbury should have arrived at 2:15 p.m. with the wanted 
couple and two more agents who had shadowed them from the time they 
began their journey. Although the train did not pull in until 2:45 p.m., still the 


plan was intact. 


Harry Houghton and Ethel Gee, two respectable civil servants from the secret 
Admiralty base at Portland, Dorset, in town for a discreet weekend, whose 
activities had been the cause of this elaborate, well-organized reception, 


stepped off the train unaware of the trap awaiting them. 


They behaved like any other couple at the end of a tiring journey. Miss Gee 
went to the ladies’ room while Houghton bought a newspaper and glanced at 
the headlines. On her return, they walked down the steps to Waterloo Road, 
still with the patient and unobtrusive escorts who had been with them since 


early morning. 
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The “newspaper seller” suddenly lost interest in his customers; the bowler- 
hatted man hooked his umbrella onto his arm; the cloth-capped man walked 
slowly ahead of the suspects, and around the station all the agents, waiting so 


patiently, prepared for the final phase. 


Suddenly came the moment of surprise. Houghton and Gee’s behavior, which 
had followed a consistent pattern during the long months of observation, 
changed dramatically. Perhaps they sensed trouble. Perhaps it was an 
unrehearsed act of caution. It might well have been only a means of killing 


time before their appointment with treachery. 


Whatever the reason, they dashed for a Number 68 bus which was pulling 
slowly away from a stop outside the station. It was a moment for swift action. 
Only one of the fifteen agents was close enough to keep in touch. He, too, had 


to board the bus if failure was to be averted. 


Sprinting to match the bus’s gathering speed, he clambered on, and the 


suspects were still in sight. 


Only Houghton and Gee knew their destination. It proved to be a noisy street 


market off the Walworth Road, a twenty-minute journey from Waterloo. 


At the market, they wandered aimlessly among the stalls, still accompanied 
by the only agent who had, at this stage, any hope of completing the operation 


successfully. 
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Back at Waterloo Road, his fourteen colleagues, now joined by the two from 
the train, waited helplessly. They could not move or assist him because they 
knew that Waterloo was to be the scene of a meeting which would provide 


them with the final evidence of complicity that they needed. 


For twenty-five minutes, the wanted couple mingled with South London 
housewives in idle study of the bargains on sale. They walked along one row 
of stalls in East Street, paused as they were attracted by some huckster’s sales 


talk, then returned to the Walworth Road to catch another bus. 


Casually, they boarded a bus to take them back to their starting point, and to 


the Special Branch reception awaiting them. 


At Waterloo, Houghton and Gee got off and crossed the road toward the Old 
Vic. Miss Gee, carrying a straw basket, looked like any housewife on a 
shopping expedition. But this basket contained the incriminating evidence 


which was to link her and Houghton with a Russian spy. 


Watching the couple from the opposite pavement, Superintendent George 
Smith, who had planned and was now directing this Special Branch operation, 
felt confident that success was in sight. For, standing outside the Old Vic, was 


the third character who would complete the cast of the drama. 


A swarthy figure in a dark overcoat, who had arrived by car while Houghton 


and Gee were away, had also been under observation. As he waited, studying 
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posters advertising that night’s performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 


many pairs of hidden eyes had noted his every movement. 


Houghton and Gee approached him, they exchanged glances, then he fell in a 
few paces behind them. Behind him came Superintendent Smith, and swiftly 
other unobtrusive characters closed in. The odd procession continued for fifty 
yards, then the man in the dark overcoat, later to be identified as a Russian 


spy calling himself Gordon Lonsdale, caught up with Houghton and Gee. 


There were affectionate, apparently surprised greetings as he put his arms 
around their shoulders. Courteously, he took Miss Gee’s basket, with its two 


parcels of Admiralty secrets, and moved to the inside. 


For the head of the security team, this was enough. Superintendent Smith 
hurried ahead of them, turned and said: “Wait a minute— you’re all under 


arrest.” 


As the first shock of the Superintendent’s appearance made its impact on the 
trio, other Special Branch men moved in and one of the many cars waiting 


conveniently near drew alongside. 


Houghton and Gee were clearly startled; but Lonsdale who had lived so long 
with the fear of exposure, reacted instinctively. From him there was no 
response. Superintendent Smith had waited many patient months for this 


moment and was in no doubt which of the three was to be his special 
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responsibility. Taking Lonsdale by the arm, he bundled him into the waiting 
“Q” car and with an air of finality said: “Scotland Yard for you, boy.” 


Houghton and Gee, with just as little ceremony, found themselves in two other 
cars. And fifteen minutes later all three were in separate rooms at Scotland 


Yard. 


In a room overlooking the Thames, Superintendent Smith had his first 


conversation with the man he knew so well but had never met. 


It was a short and one-sided talk. After the formalities of cautioning and 
searching his prisoner, the Superintendent went through the routine of asking 
for his name and address. It was then that Lonsdale gave the reply to which 
he later stuck through long hours of interrogation, a reply of obvious 


significance. 


Relaxed and cynical, he said: *To any question you might ask me, my answer 


is ‘No,’ so you need not trouble to ask.” 


Patiently pursuing the questioning, Superintendent Smith pointed to the 


possessions found in the pockets of the Russian facing him. 


“Why,” he asked, “did you have £ 125 in £5 notes in a sealed, unaddressed 


envelope?” 


There was no response. 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 99 Spring 2023 


“Why an envelope containing fifteen twenty-dollar bills?” 


Still Lonsdale remained silent. And the Superintendent, with much to do, left 
the Russian agent alone while he went to another part of the building to 


question Houghton and Gee in turn. 


Houghton, the ex-Naval Master-at-Arms, who was to have received his £ 125 
“wages” from Lonsdale that day, made two immediate and damaging 


statements. 


First, shocked by his arrest, he said: “I have been a bloody fool.” 


Then, concerned to know if he had been seriously incriminated by Lonsdale, 


he said: “Tell me, Superintendent, did Alex have any money on him?” 


By Alex, Houghton meant Gordon Lonsdale. For, in a later statement, he 
claimed that at their first meeting the Russian introduced himself as 
Commander Alexander Johnson of the United States Navy, serving as an 


assistant attaché at the American Embassy in London. 


When Miss Gee’s turn came for questioning, her immediate reply 
demonstrated her naive character. “I have done nothing wrong,” she said, a 


reply later to be described as “most astonishing.” 
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With little added to his knowledge, Superintendent Smith, with Chief 
Inspector Ferguson Smith and Woman Police Sergeant Winterbottom, set off 


for Ruislip. 


The Superintendent knew that Lonsdale, now safely in custody, had been a 
regular visitor to an address there, and he wanted to know the purpose of those 


calls. 


An impatient hour through Notting Hill, Shepherds Bush and on to the 
Western Avenue, and the Superintendent and his colleagues arrived in 


respectable Cranley Drive. 


But on this day the road’s outward appearance was deceptive, because for 
many hours Superintendent Smith’s officers had been hidden around the 
detached bungalow which was in a secluded position at the end of the street. 
As he knocked at the door of the bungalow, Number 45, the Superintendent 
had no idea of the fantastic contents of this apparently typical suburban home. 
All he knew was that Lonsdale, at that stage unidentified as a Russian, had 
frequently stayed there. Neither did he know that the couple he was about to 
meet had for years been running the communications center of a highly- 
organized spy ring, and had acted as the ring’s bankers. To the Superintendent, 
as to his men scattered in nearby Willow Gardens, in adjoining houses, 
delivery vans and other vehicles parked at strategic points, the occupants of 
the bungalow, Peter and Helen Kroger, were no more than associates of 


Lonsdale who had to be investigated. 
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Peter Kroger, to his neighbors a respectable, well-to-do bookseller, answered 
the Superintendent’s knock. But when the Special Branch chief asked who 
had stayed there at weekends, it was Helen Kroger who reeled off a list of 
names which, significantly, did not include that of Lonsdale. And it was Mrs. 
Kroger who provided the first real indication of the discoveries to be made in 


this seemingly normal home. 


Her deliberate exclusion of Lonsdale’s name convinced Superintendent Smith 
that she was lying and that there was good reason to make a further 


investigation. 


Told that she and her husband would be arrested, Mrs. Kroger put on a coat 
and then, picking up a handbag, said: “As I am going out for some time, may 


I go and stoke the boiler?” 


“Certainly,” said the Superintendent obligingly. “But first let me see what you 
have got in that handbag.” Mrs. Kroger refused to hand it over, and it took the 
combined efforts of the Superintendent and Woman Police Sergeant 


Winterbottom to force it from her. 


“The evidence he wanted was found inside the flap of the brown leather bag. 
From a plain white envelope the Superintendent shook a six-page letter in 


Russian; a glass slide bearing three microdots; and a typed sheet of cipher. 


From that moment, Mrs. Kroger lost all interest in the boiler. She and her 


husband were taken to Hayes police station, and as they left, a small army of 
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Special Branch detectives began a long search which was to uncover an 
incredible collection of spy equipment which Ian Fleming would have blushed 


to describe. 


The arrests of these five people, so carefully planned and so nearly frustrated, 
ended one phase of an investigation which exposed the most successful and 
extraordinary spy network ever known in Britain. It started an intensive 
inquiry, which continued long after the five spies had begun their sentences, 
into the unknown activities of the ring during the years it had escaped 


suspicion. 


L'Espionage Magazine Page 103 Spring 2023 


For interesting Mathematics and Science Books ... 


PYTHAGORAS PUBLISHING 
Mathematics, Physics and Astronomy 
Vancouver. BC Canada 


Over one hundred and fifty titles available 


Editor in Chief: Patrick Bruskiewich 
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Science and Technology 
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SAR Satellite Pictures of Moskva, Spring 2022 


Image of Moskva in Sevastopol Harbor, March 14, 2022 taken from the 


Sentinel -1 SAR Satellite System 
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SAR Satellite image of Moskva just before it sank on April 14, 2022. 


Gee SNAVALNEWS ————— 


Sentinel-1 SAR Satellite built by Germany and launched by ESA. 
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The Neptun ASM Missile — Ukrainian Navy 


Ukrainian Neptune anti-ship missile being test fired in 2020. Photo: Ukrainian Ministry of Defense 


P LL 
LA COR 
Ta UN à 


A Neptun ASM being launched agains the Russian cruisre Moskva. 
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Neptun is a subsonic missile 5.05 metres long and weighing 875 kg. It is 


similar to the Exocet or Harpoon ASM. Neptun entered servive in 2022. 


The Neptun flight pattern is standard for a cruise missile. On the cruise portion 
of the flight the height is 10-30 m while in the terminal or attack portion 
between 4-5 m. The 150 kg warhead is high-explosive fragmentation. 
Equiipped with different types of seeker, it can attack various types of targets. 
It can be targeted against known coordinate targets or used as an anti-radar 
missile. The missile has a range at a sea of 280 km, while against a stationary 


land target has a longer range. 


Two Neptun missiles struck and sank the Russian cruiser Moskva. 
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Unseen by the 
Moskva, Ukrainian 
Neptune missiles launched from 
the coastline swoop down to sea Level. 
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Neptun ASM attack profile against the Russian cruiser Moskva. 
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A collection of fine literature, poetry and magazine titles 
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Over one hundred titles available 


Editor in Chief: Patrick Bruskiewich 
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Magazines by Obelisk Press 


Le Minotaur 
Pen & Pencil Magazine 
Poetic Voice Magazine 
Art & Eros Magazine 
Dada Magazine 
L’Espionage 
Genius Magazine 


Neos et Le Surealisme 


Affiliated Publishing Houses 
Obelisk Press 
Atelier Press 


Pythagoras Publishing 


Over 300 titles to choose from 
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